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WITH DR. SVEN HE!

The Great War Machine in Action Described by the

Well Known Swedish Explorer, Who Visited the
Yrenches as the

ture yvet presented of the Cer-

man war machine In actlon is

glven by Dr. Sven Hedin, the
~wedlsh explorer, in his book “With
the Qerman Armien in the Weat" of
which an English translation by H. G
de Walterstorff is being brought out
5y the John Lane Company of New
York and London. The book i= not
intended to be a narrative of military
operations. It is & record of the
author's observations and Impressions.
The figures In the procession passing
through its pages range from the
Kalser, the Crown Prince and German
generals down to French captives and
unhappy inhabitants of the occupled
territories.

Dr. Hedin went to the front by spe-
¢lal permission of the German Km-
peror and every facllity was given
him to visit the war theatres of

PERHAPR the most complete pic-

France and Belglum, His book, there. | of Omdurman and South Africa, of the
fore, 1s in the nature of an account by | Mirarajahe and their fairy

& semi-ofMcial eyewitness of the Ger-

man army in the fleld. As s well
known, he takes the German view. He

finds nothing to condemn In Ger-
many’s conduct of the war. But
Whatever may be thought of his

opinions, he records interesting facts,
In a “pubdlisher's note” John Lane
saye:

“As T have been publicly eriticised
for undertaking the issue of the Fng-
lish edition of this book, for the most
part by people who have not read It, 1
am taking the somewhat unusual

course of giving a brief explanation  after listen|
In the first p.ace |

of my point of view,
Dr. 8ven Hedin's book is essentinlly a
record of facts as he saw them
.I» & trained obeerver, and there can

R R — —_— ——— e - —

Kaiser's Personal Guest

Princes of Prussia, eats for supper?) “The four shells accompany one
Here s the menu: Cabbags soup, | another through the alr and sing the
boiled beef with hormeradish and po- me whining song In the same high

tatoes, wild duck with ealad, fruit, pitch. The sound arlses through the |
wine, and coffee with cigars. And air ruoshing to fill the vacuum behind
what would yon say the conversation the advancing body and through the
was about? It is hard to say exactly,  friction, Rometimes jt seems to :l'n-{
but we travelled over almost the whole away, hu: I8 heard again presently |

auite plainly. this being no doubt due!
to Alr currents I

“Time after time the four ‘grow! rs' |
emptied thelr heavy shells over the !
French  positions opposite and each
me was meant to cause the death of '
heaven knows how many human he-
ings.  Thelr main task was to drive
the defenders out of Varennecs, wilch

world with the ease bred by famliliar-
Ity

“The Crown Prince, llke the Em-
peror, began with Tibet, and from|
there it was but a step across the
Himalayas to the paims of the Hugll
Delta, the pagodas of Benares, the
silver moonlight over Taj Mahal, the
tigers of the jungle and the music of

the crystal waves of India heating !¢ situated six kilomoters south-
azalnst the rocks of Malabar point. =outhwe et of Iclisfontaine !
We also spoke of old unforgettable “"After the artillery had hean pound. |

memories and of common friends who

Ing away all day 1 asked an officer '
now ove us no longer—of the brave

what the cost had been, He made a/

| lior Kashmir and 1dar,
|

| arkn us to give all we have, and we !
!u'ilz. we must win, even if the whaole
| world takes up arms against us'

He |

|

and famoua Kitchener, the conqueror rapid calculation for thirty-two bat-|

f Aifferent typea and estimated
the average cost of each round at fifty &
miarks and the number of rounds at
12000, which would make an exponse
of 800,000 marks for a single day, and |
vet this was only for a short portion
of the long German western front.
“Others, however, considered the ea-
timate too high, both as regards aver |
|Age cost and number of shots fired.
In any case the artillery awallows
 Up Incredible sums in 4 war such as
in the !this in which It plays & greater and

tories

ke mplen-

dor at Bikanir, Kuteh Behar, Gwa-

“"We also talked ahout the war and
ita horrore, and the terrible sacrifices
it demands. ‘But t cannot be helped.

#ild the Crown Prince, ‘our fatherland |

“'I= not the calm here wonderful!
We seem to be living to-night

most ahsolute peace, and syet it (s more powerful part than ever bsfore.”

hut a couple of hours drive to the | Tt was roon after this that he wit-

firing line.' ob<erves my imperial host | nessed an examination of French
NE to a short, conci® and | prisiners:

ratigfactory report made in a ringing “One group of dlearmed French-

voice by an officer who has just en- | men comprised a Captain. He had

tered
“'Yes, your Imperial Highness,

recelved a bullet through the thigh,

I'limped badly and was rupported by

B no question of his veracity, ® o o
Again, Is It not well to let the Fnglish
nation know, for instance, that those
600,000 troops which our gallant
120,000  successfully withstood at
Ypres were not i1l clad, 1] fed levies.
but magnificently equipped troops with

& machinelike organization behind
them?"

Dr. Hedin started on his trip in
Beptember and retnrned in November
The military authorities In  Berlin

supplied him with an automobile and
Capt, von Krum accompanied him as

Destruction wrought by “Fat Bertha” in

travelling companion, chauffeur and
guide. My Rittmelster,” writes Dr
Hedin, “had retired from active ser- |

vice, but on the outbreak of war he
had raliled to the colors and placed his

car at the disposal of the crown in ' fo:a biin

accordance with the mobilization de-
cres. He drives It himse!f in the ser-
vice of the army. and the orderly

who is to accompany us Is In peace |
| in Arearms

time his own chauffeur.

“1 was told that the Volunteer Auto-
moblle Corps now mustered 350 cars
The owner of & car reports himself
and is paid for hia vehicle, and he mayv
at the end of the war buy back his
car from the crown.
that the serviceabls life of a car s
five years. If the owner pald 10000
marks for his car and has used it for
four years he only gets pald at 18
last year's valuation, ! e, 2000 marks,

It 18 reckoned |

while if the car is quite new he re-

celves the full amount.

“Three hundred and fifty cars |t
doean’'t sound much, but these cars
merely form the Volunteer Corps, and
I suppose you will feal more at ease
when I tell you that at the western
front alone there are altogether 50,000
cars in use, while 40,000 are laft In
Germany. That means 80,000 chauf-
feurs. When one considers that each
Car usually has a crew of two it will
be seen that the equivalent of over
two army cornps are attached to the
automaoblle service,

There are plenty |

of men in Germany, plenty for every |

purpose,”

They started on September 18, At
Luxemburg he was Invited to dine
with the Kalser, of whom he says:

“Any feeling of timidity one may
have had while walting for the most
powerfu] and most remarkable man in

Dr. Sven Hedin.
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= IN FRANCE

In the Headquarters of the Crown Prince---Terrific [)e.
struction Wrought by the Big Guns---Depressing
Scenes in the Field Hospitals Vividly Pictured

Aot alway
from fue

"y the occasion of my vigt It was

adv

+ to the Argonne forest nnless his

It ivg alled him there, In ceriain
leed e risk seemed even grenlor Do
1und the Airing lives tan ¢

eany to distingulsh friend

vt

(1 the advanced pasition,
Foench usuvally fired too  high
y! rodhiots mostly  pasecd over the
“ uf thelr nearcst opponents, who,
! way, were remarkably  well

concealad, This fs not to Yo wondered

at, for when the ensmy Is almos: upon
He accurate shooting becomes diffi-
et
Th» parte of the forest which have
Vi tulken by the GGermans
< ‘ tang I'Ma ground Is
i I with tr Hes and communle-
| ench fnning the former
j toscr and  the rees are often
!I.’: it 154 strinn ’1 by the nlt'.
i “The French are eloverer at artlilery
rhan Infantry sheoting {ne of the

tuts Were

quite o cent. had been hit by
rifle bullets; a few had heen wounded
hy sword cuts or bayone! (hrusts, but
ali the rest had been struck by she]
I splinters and shrapnel bullets. If the

per

\hie for any one to come too

told me that of the 2,600
patienta he had had to attend to not |

superb armored turrets Are useless
| when opposed by artillery of the
|caliore of the Breat serman mortars,
I'The circumstance t\at the projectile
does not until .t has penetrated
into or even through the conerete hed
rives piaes 1o which challenges
all att

within

hiirst
v havow

the ‘hombproof arch’

ruck s rent asunder and destroyed
without leaving a trace The pro-
Joctile first operates from above down-
ward, and then from below upward

FOuE the expios.on”

Here ate twa pictures of the desola-
tion in Begium:

‘Mullnes [jes wtlll and empty, and ita
sttecte  ar UWielexg  except for the
troops and tragsport traing marching
through, uand t numbey Btray
los, wi'd, who are sniffing for
thelr amung the ruin
The leading to the cathe-

recalis in a horrible manner

ravawes of war, the relentless
ttroyer of peaceful homes, On the left
We pass a house the interior gf waolch
has been (ald completely bare by a
ghell, reminding one of the geologlea
section of a plece of rock hlasted for
' rallway work

¢
of

Al
OSE IsLers
maln street

ira the

“The ground floor s a plle
wreckage and lumber. From the flrst
floor a tangle of draperies, curtains

Fort St. Catherine.

had imagined the staff headquarters |
of an army to resemble a buzzing !
beehive, but now that T have the |
reality before me 1 find no trace of
anxiety nervousness, nothing but
calm and assurance evervwhere, RBut

what [ should like to see moet of all
would be a batile, for T suspect that
In common with most other civilians
I have formed an erraneous opinion

on this subject.’

“The (rown Prince smiles and an-

SWers "Yes battle palnters llke Neu-
ville and Dt would have little'
nse for their art in these days oOf
the Hghting men one seex practicall.
nothing, for they are econcealed by
the ground and in the trenches and

It {8 rather dangerous to get too olose

Inless one's duty
Generally speaking
between the fNghting
forces Increases with the improvement

charge
takes one
the

there
di-tance

Those who have the best

artilery have the best prospects of
winning.
YT s

s a greay

the feld gray

advantage, as we
into the coloring of the ground. while
the brilllant uniforms of the IFrench
are visible from afar, 1o see a battle
is practica.ly not even the

uniform -
merge '.

impossihile

commander directing 1 “es much
of it, his direction 1s effected Ly tele-
phone and is dependent on information
and reports rece which In turn |

are carefully sifted and

“*For a spectator to post himself
on & height In the neighborhood is
not advisable, for then he may be sura
of being taken for an ohserver direct-
ing the artillery fire and becomes at
once the target of the enemy's shells,
You shall, however, during your wvis!t
here be allowed to witness all that it
is posaible to ses’'

"“"What life and spirit at the Crown
Prince's headquarters’ Fverything was

welghed

gay with the freshness of vouth and 2
devold of restraint, No trace of the
stiffness of court ceremonial. Even T -

Gen, Schmidt, who usually maintained
the strictest discipline, was infected by
the prevalling spirit of camaraderle I
But owing to the terrible burden of two =o!dlers. He had a frank and noble cal service eficlent, but the lot of the
work which rested on the shoulders face and one could tell that he was wounded was sad enough. Here Is a
of the Chilef of Staff it was not un. & therough gentleman. When his Iit- Ecene In a temporary hospital near the

German officér finding the range with a tripod telescope. |

the world vanished completely once ! usual for him to « ome in for his mealg tle band was to be examined a chalr fort
the Emperor, after & mora than hearty  after the others* Was Lrought out for him, for he looked “The wounded man half opens his
handshake and a cheery welm-nn-.; Later near Eclisfontaine he had an .-.:1'- and weak, eyes, The doctor taps him gently n
began to speak. His volce {s man!y | opportunity of seeing what the fight “1s vour wonund ecausing you much the shoulder and asks: ‘What rowi-
and military, he speaks extraordinarily ing was like: pa ‘;.l Captain? a QGerman officer ment do you helong to™ H mumbioa
plainiy without slurring over a eingle | .m L - . : y Sl e a few unintelligible words which we
#yliable, he is never at a loms for a m.‘I-[nh:]l"l:l'r:;lr"]'“ l‘: ‘:\T:’:.r:'r:n:";:l:l?::]--! “'Nune at all, it is & mere trifle, he take (o mean ‘Reserve Regiment 87
word, but always strikes the nal] on | & Batters ot tnllr‘ 81 centimainr mors s plied The brain centre controlling his or-
the head —often in exceedingly force- | b - y Have vou suffered heavy Insses gans of speech has heen Injured He
A1l tormis ,turn having been brought up from the during the fichting lapses once more into unconsclous-
“He punctuntes his sentences with ' village and unlimbered nu]\'ln hundred Not particuiarly; we fill up all nes: his thoughts no longer wander
auick and expressive gestures, His | MEErs away from us They make gaps.' Shortly they will cease altogether and
specch flows cmoothly, (s aAlways terse , & 10rPiui Boire and (he whiols ""r"ml'l “You Lok tired and worn, T am | the soldier will rest, as now heside his
and interesting and is often suddenly | !Tembles when they are discharged fure you must have had a rough comrades, in the lttle churchyard in
intesrunted by questions  delivered | 1 had & pecullar feeling when stand- (i of it Jately ™ the village, g
b lehining precision, which one | /€ In front of these winged messen- N oot by any means; I have “Of course it was a depressing and
must endeavor  to  answer equally | B°r8 of death, a consclousness of se-' hoon dalng very well' i melancholy experience to stand heside
Quickiy and clearly, A good answer | Uity mingled with respect, for are “rDies it distress you to be AMONg | so many denthheds, Every day num-
never fulls to elicit the Emperor's ap- | they not fighting against the enemy's | the prison: r:" berless men in the heyday of youth
praval. e excedingly impulsive ! Dositions, the duty of whose guns “'Yes! he answered, In a low volee, | were thus being gathered to the eter-
and his conversation s A mixture | 18 to take our lves? | Without ralsing his head, nal rest, in hospitals and trenches
of earnest and jest. A ready pepartes | ‘“The four reports eome sn close to- “He was not among those wha are But one gets accustomed to such
oFr An Aamuting tale causes him to Bether that there is only a second ! demoralized by capture, and he was| yighta as do the soldiers themerlves
laugh so heartily that his shoulders | or two In hetween, Then, for half a ccertain to retain his pride in captivity for it does not seem to depress or
shake with 11 minute or longer, one hears a whin-' When the examination was over he ' trighten them in the least to see their
At Btenay. in France, the headquar- ing. sineing. hissing whistle overhead | rose, saluted and vanished round the comtades dle
tere of the Fit'v, army, Dr. Hedin met and one looks up inveluntarils The hend of the rond together with hl‘l “"When a soldler sces his nearast
the Crown I'rirce. with whom he had projectile {8, hewever, anly discernible men in blue and red.” 'nnlu‘hlu-rs fall he doeg not think: Next
supper. He writes A one <tands right hehind the mortar Dr. Hedin was impressed by tml time it {8 my turn. On the contrary
“Would \ ke t'a know what the as nearly as possible In the extension | perfection of the German organization | Lis train of reflection seems to he ke
@erman Crown ['rince, the Crown of the line of fire. in every branch, He found the medi- i this: Yes, there they are, poor chaps,

| ‘Res. 1

i push

A street in Antwerp after the city's fall.

it 1 am still on my feet and the gaps '
will soon be tilied. No need to lament
aover men who ‘are dylng for their
country gnd for the liberty and honor
of their people

“Before we left the hospital we had
'n lonk at same of the identifleation

disks ecarried by the German soldiers
round the neck, by the French round
the wrist (me of the former read
R 17. & K. No, 220, and one
of the latter: ‘Seine, 6, Bau (Bureau)
801" A third bora the somewhat in-
complete inacription: ‘Leclere, Alfred,
1802 "

To show ths character af much of
the fighting Dr. Hedin writes;

“In tha Argonne forest much blood
has flown, as I myself have seen In

its northern part, both from the east |

and weat, when with the Fifth and
the Fourth army, respectively Al-
though the whole of the front has
developed more or lesa into a siege
| War With trenches, communicating
trenches, barhed wire entanglements

| and trous-de-loup, this applies even in

A larger measure to this forest region

“Here the engineer troops have had
much work to do, and it is the gen-
ernls of the engineera who lead the
To progress quickly is im-

sdviance

possihle The forest, gn badly kept
that it would horrify a Northern sylvi-
culturiat, s very difficult to advance
in. In certain places one has to cut

ane’'s way gtep by gtep through shrub
and undergrowth, This sort of eoun-
try is easy to defend, and the French
understand their business well

“At night or in n fog the
forward a thin line of infantry
fifteen paces distant from one
another After having advanced as
fur as conditlons allow the men
dig themselves in. This glves rise to
vochain of plts avhich afterward, by
continued digeing longttudinally
united  into a  eontinuous trench
When the men have made themselves
a1l home In this new position and ex-
tended it a further area in front of thae
one occupled (8 eleared by fire, whore-
upon the fresh ndvance Is maide

“In this way the forest Is swept
clean, It must be taken step by step,
tree hy tree, for as I have already
pointed out—the defenders have or-
ganized even the treetops for defence,
and have mounted machine guns there

Germans
ahonnt

the

In the gloom of the undergrowth it is' fortifications equipped with t(he most {von Winckler characterized

are !

ammunition wera better the effeot of
the French artillery fire would be up-
palling."

At Namur Dr. Hedln was able to
heerve the destructive power of the
g.ant 42 centimeter mortars. He
EAVS

veryvthing regarding the glant
mortars {8 kept secret. But this much
I was toid, that their range s enor-
mous.  The vertex of the trajectory
several kilometers above ground

is

The ranging ia done with great pre- |

cision, but of couras one muat he pre-
| pared for not hitting the target with
the first shot or two. Misses are,
however, very rare. The most ex-
hauative calculations and observations
are made before the shots are fired.

“Observers are posted at suitable
points as near the objective as pos-
#ibie; they are in communication with
gunners and report the point of
impact When a 42 centimeter shell
comes pounding down from a height
of several kilometers there {8 nothing
bullt by human hands which can re-
sist It

“In fort No. 1 we saw a good in-
stance of the effect of these glgantie
projectiles. One shot had struck the
annuiar armor round the cupola of
the largest armored turret, had passed
through the half meter of metal as if
it had been butter and had then con
tinued through a bed of conerete five
meters thick

“The effeet of the heavy artillery
on the defending garrison will he
realized when it Ia stated that at one
fort 70 per cent. of the complement
were killed, while the remaining 20
per cent. were severely injured. As
we all know, the hrave commander of
Liege, (i>n. Leman, was wounded in
this way

“In unother fort were
bodies which showed no trace in-
fury, It was evident that these men
had suceumbed to the gases of the
projfectiles or had been choked by the
concrete dust which I8 said whirl
up in the most appalling manner and
o penetrate everywhere,  The air
pressure had also flung many soldjers

the

found forty

n

npiinst the walls of the casemates
and they were subsequently  found
with broken skulls

One of Lthe lesscis WLiIch iay he

(maid to have been learned in the pres

ent war i= that even the mos e dern

mit at de=cription. Everything |
thus |

of |

worthy opponenta to the w |
soldiera.

“In conclusion |1
a few worda about hy nt
serviea In the field. The 1y
past mastara In the
lan eples. The w
hospital are enfe s lone e
i A conple of Frog n
bhut as soon
moved for transport eu
this sanctuary comes
enemy's fire

“How I8 # that
that theae part
heen removed?
Fad made the ace
an, me fine day t
she wils golng awny Why
Because to-morrow ths vila
going to ha hombarded I'e
did not pay much
prophecy, but the woman wis
How d!d ahe Know 0
cataa she had beon warned t

shonld "oy

a8 have
Unde
the snemy

ir wao

village a »

i
In a

atten m

“The German regulations g
tha libertiea of the clvil o
have naturally to bhe made muyed

stringent on as nunt of e

and that Is why even oflleers
sometimes rtopped at  piehe
travelllng within the flehtne

iut even the most vigilant are s

|
|

"y

German gunners reading a newspaper during lull in the fighting

| or mats is dangling down toward the |

atreet, like shreds of red flags, and the
joists and girders between the firat
and second floors have collapsed, cre-
(ng & perfect scrap hean of wreeked
turniture. On the second floor, how
ever, & part of a room has hean left
intact, revealing a cupboard, a chiid's
| cot, and, strange to may, A looking
glass which still hangs perfectly un-
injured on its hook.

“Once more we looked in at a cha-
teau by the roadside

into my mind as I wandered through
its dim, desolate rooms. In the bed-
rooms and guest rooms on the first
floor the beds were atill in the state
in which the masters of the houss and
their guests had left them

“On the ground floor was tha largs,
lordly looking d!ning room. The tahla
wus laid A large dist contatned
the remnanta of the course last served,
an omelet N persons
dently had partaken of tha meal
Some plates were empty, others atil]
ontained scraps of omelet Knives
and forks lay pell mell among
bits of bread by the side of the covers
| "A couple of empty champagne hnt-
| tles 2t00d on the table, while a third
£till contalned a few dr of the
Joyvous wine, which had now lost
sparkling freshness. A few gerviettes

ay crumpled on the table, others on
the chairs, and a couple had dropped

atill

sSome e ev

na
I

ta  the floor Evervthing testitlod
to a hasty and panc stricken depar-
ture.”
Dr. Hedin glves an interesting ac-
ount of the elalorate ryatem of
renclies
“In the trench wall nearest to the
rnemsy w!l shaped niches or dug-
ts are excavated in the sol! pr
viding  effective protection apatnst
overhead bursts and nat infrequently
against direct hits, Hut It {8 not im-
possible for a shell to piteh in the
[ wall, and in that cnsga even tha ono-

cupants of the dugouts are doomed
To provide against this the men oftan
| dig out a cavern, and thess caves are
| often mo elaborate and luxurious that
!t s thought fit to put up curtains
At the entrance

"Along the walls of thess cavea
straw s lald out for sleeping bertha
and the Ifttle tent section {ncluded in
each soldier's packing is often used as
n hlanket When d stance
tween the opposing lines of trenches,

the hao

As In the case 1 am descrihing, s anly
| elghty meters no lHght must he 1t ever
In thesa subterranean caves, gl less

A fire, and the alr in them is thera-

fore cold, damp and raw Rut [f tha
nearest enemy {8 three or four hun
dred meters away these plgld rob
are sometimes (4= wit) Rt
evin then non tire Ht and no
naked light 1s a the trench
proper
“The trenches do not run in etraight
lines, unless, as in the country sauth
of Antwerp, the gronnd s absolute 5
flat. Usually their ) th and outline
dopend  on he
around As A rule they are situated
8O fax o offer an uninterrupted view
of the enemy positions opposite and
L 1] L (RN ' InEiea \ 'A'
Neld of Hre 15 the m impartant ¢or
leration A trench 1) aften re
cives a very frreginlar shaps resem
a ocurve with nimerang hendsy
eNts
The Infantr only sap ahead nnd
stick to what |t % rained vy
position must he R altielern
= ar i o were a fortress in {ree'f
Ivery meter of om nty Vi
tree in the At m i i
by what moe! Vmoet Lo A rihed
RPTITT el & o 1y '
ire  defend themsclyes (LR
i '
them as

I shall never |
forget the impressions which thronged |

the |

| ata

timea outwitted by the Fre
1'-1”];|!n'.-\ h-"-;-‘-- nea sve'ams
several {nstances bheon o Ve
| low ground, clear's 1 dow
ticipation of the Freg retrea
lrnll n cabhles no doy ¢X1
! in peaces time Lt 1 the
of war an adli nal syvstie

porary llnes had beoen aidd

{INg the retreat tele;

one s*

rigged up in all sorts of
Piaces,

Onee a paasant T
from the French e!
l'nes where he wa
felzed, He declared

| nocant faens in

coma to lonk aft
unfortunataly had

{ tha German side
ook after his cows
S0 he wae allowed 1
thers conld ba nr

him
¥

ratu

16 might % A any sent
nformation
“An hour ater ha wne snar

A littla hard of cnr

nobhody took anv n«
1ally occurre: M :
penad that he drove
p te a Germar
| been s well

had bean unal 1

he loft tha

tshed enmploataly

“Preansntly a
wcended upon 1)
to ha moved n
position, The i
plov of his r
ments hnd !
who had
lery posltinne
“It was
""rn,l AN 1"-, “\n )
nid
whera is
WwWhera {8 tha opee
chanos tha:
covary

“It had been
that within a certa‘n ares
fira had searched and at
mmmcaptible points on *he
with auch rapidity and a
the direction of tha fire
| explained by
rap!d and acc

1l Alen hean notios!

1d hannted

ha o 1
al‘lo
conuld
operat'ona

'ANY ane ey
went Prance in ¢t
but he t

of telaphone
the i

leads to the

nnticed m

the ex's*

rate

teloaphone
e at the 71

of
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